
For Sales, Customer Service, Accounting and Marketing contact:
Stoeger Industries, Inc., 17603 Indian Head Highway, Suite 200, Accokeek, Maryland 20607-2501

Toll Free: 800-264-4962 fax: 301-283-6986 www.StoegerIndustries.com

SHIP FIREARMS FOR REPAIR ONLY TO THE ADDRESS BELOW:
Stoeger Industries, Inc., 901 Eighth Street, Pocomoke City, Maryland 21851

Warranty Repairs can ONLY be performed by the Stoeger Authorized Warranty Repair Facility.

READ CAREFULLY BEFORE USING THIS FIREARM
IMPORTANT! Do not discard! Keep this manual with your shotgun.

It should accompany the shotgun to any new owner.

MOST GUN ACCIDENTS HAPPEN BECAUSE THE SHOOTER CARELESSLY VIOLATES
THE SINGLE MOST IMPORTANT RULE OF SAFE GUN HANDLING:

ALWAYS KEEP THE MUZZLE POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION!
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INTRODUCTION
Thank you for purchasing the Stoeger Model 3500 shotgun. It
has been designed and constructed to provide trouble-free use.
A thorough understanding of the firearm's operation, care and
maintenance will enhance its safety and performance. Please take
the time to read and understand the information provided in
this manual.

WARNING: This manual contains important
warnings that must be understood before
using this firearm.

Please retain this copy of the Owner's Manual for future
reference. Any transfer of this firearm should include a copy
of this manual. If you sell, give or lend the firearm to anyone,
be sure the Owner's Manual accompanies it.

Free copies are available from Stoeger Industries, Inc. To
obtain a free copy, contact Stoeger at the following address:

Stoeger Industries, Inc
17603 Indian Head Highway
Accokeek, MD 20607
Toll Free: (800) 264-4962
Fax: (301) 283-6986
Online: www.StoegerIndustries.com

Stoeger Industries, Inc. is proud to introduce the Model 3500
line of semiautomatic shotguns they are as easy to operate as
they are to maintain. Stoeger Model 3500 shotguns are among
the most modern, accurate, safe, fast and elegant
shotguns available today.

The Model 3500 semiautomatic shotgun is capable of shooting
lead or steel shot loads with from 23/4 ‘’ target loads to 31/2

magnums.
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OPERATION
The Stoeger Model 3500 shotgun uses a fixed-barrel, inertia
recoil operated system. This system is based on a spring placed
between the locking head and the bolt. When a shot is fired
the bolt moves forward (about 4 mm. depending on the car-
tridge) relative to the rest of the shotgun, due to the recoil and
the bolt's inertia, thus compressing the spring. Once the spring
is fully compressed, it recoils, cycling the bolt assembly and
ejecting the spent shell, then loading another before returning to
battery. The spring's capacity is accurately calibrated to ensure
a delay in the opening of the bolt and to adjust to different
pressures created by various cartridges.

The shotgun also features:
A rotating bolt locking head with a simple and sturdy shape
which, with two locking lugs, creates a secure lock along the
axis of the breech which can withstand the barrel pressure gen-
erated by 31/2 inch 12 gauge loads.
A loading system designed to:
1. Allow manual cycling of shells, including 31/2 inch shells,

from the magazine to the chamber for quick and easy
shell changes;

2. Ensure quick and reliable reloading;

The "cut off" device consists of a cartridge drop lever, which
protrudes slightly beyond the lower part of the receiver,

within easy reach of the trigger finger. The cartridge drop
lever's projection from the receiver can be easily seen. When
the drop lever is visible the hammer is cocked and the shotgun is
ready to fire. When a shot is fired, the hammer spring swings
the cartridge drop lever upward, disengaging it from the carrier
latch. The carrier latch is rotated clockwise, allowing one shell
to come out of the magazine. The shell is deposited on the
carrier where it presses against the rear of the carrier latch
which rotates it in the opposite direction and blocks the exit of
the next shell. The carrier, which is linked with the bolt,
automatically raises, positioning the cartridge in front of the
chamber. In the meantime the hammer spring, already
compressed in the cocked position has released the cartridge
drop lever down and back to its resting position. The carrier
latch is now positioned to positively lock the other cartridges
inside the magazine until another shot is fired.

The Model 3500 line of shotguns uses inertia energy to cycle
the action. It eliminates problems stemming from recoiling barrels,
barrel vibrations when the shot is fired, or the need of an
adjustment for powerful shells. It also eliminates the problems
associated with gas-operated systems, which require frequent
cleaning and can malfunction under adverse climactic conditions.
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Thanks to its high quality design, and 31/2 inch supermagnum
chambers, the new Model 3500 self loaders work with a wide
variety of ammunition.

IMPORTANT TERMS TO BE FAMILIAR WITH:
Bore: The hole lengthwise through the barrel through which a
fired shot charge passes.
Chamber: The enlarged rear portion of the bore into which
a cartridge is seated for firing.
Muzzle: The front face of the barrel from which the shot emerges.
Magazine: The space inside the gun where cartridges are
stored to be fed into the chamber.

Stock
Receiver

Magazine
(inside forend)

Vented Rib

Recoil Pad

Ejection
Port

Forend Magazine Cap
Barrel

Choke Tube
(inside barrel)

Muzzle

Receiver Bolt Bolt Handle

Safety Carrier

Bolt
Release

Trigger
Guard

Trigger
Cartridge
Drop Lever
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Note: The inertia system requires shells that generate enough
kinetic energy (recoil) to fully cycle the action. The gun is
designed to fire a minimum of 1 1/8 ounce 3 dram loads.
(32 grams).

STOEGER MODEL 3500



ASSEMBLY
The shotgun is packed for shipping in two sub-assemblies (Fig.1).

The following procedure should be followed to ensure proper
assembly of the shotgun:

1. Remove any forend and receiver assembly packing material.

Note: This material is only
used for packing. Do not use
during re-assembly.

2. Take the stock/receiver/
bolt/forend assembly and
unscrew the magazine cap,
removing the forend from the
tubular magazine (Fig. 2)

3. Assemble the forend on the
barrel/forend assembly, by
inserting over the barrel lug
and placing it next to the bar-
rel's underside (Fig. 3).

4. While holding the stock/
receiver/bolt assembly in your
right hand, take the previously
assembled barrel/ forend
assembly in your left hand and
slide down over the tubular
magazine, making sure that
the forend goes over the tubu-
lar magazine (Fig. 4) and that
it is properly centered on the
receiver so that the bolt assem-
bly can be properly seated. Be
certain the barrel/forend
assembly is pushed in all the
way in (until you cannot push
it
further, the assembly clicks
against metal and the forend
mates perfectly to the receiver
(Fig 5).

FFiigg..  11
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2. Barrel/breech unit

1. Stock/receiver/bolt/forend unit 
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CAUTION: It is not 
necessary to use excessive force during assembly.
This firearm is designed using 
precise dimensions.  
It may be necessary to rotate the barrel/forend
assembly back and forth slightly to assist in seat-
ing the barrel fully into the receiver.

5. Screw the magazine cap all the way onto the end of the
tubular magazine (Fig. 6). Fasten it tightly so that the bar-
rel/forend assembly is firmly seated against the receiver.

FFiigg..  66



BEFORE LOADING
Be sure to select the proper ammunition.  It must match the
chamber of your gun (as marked on the barrel) and be 
appropriate to the type of game or sport you are shooting.  This
Stoeger semi-automatic shotgun is chambered in 12 gauge. It
has been designed to fire  2 3/4" (3 dram 1 1/8oz) to 
3 1/2" magnum (89mm) length with lead or steel shot.  

CAUTION: Use of Full or Improved Modified choke
tubes is not recommended with steel shot.
CAUTION: Use ONLY factory loaded ammunition.
Use of re-loaded ammunition voids the 1-Year
Factory Warranty.
WARNING: Always keep the firearm pointed in a
safe direction.

MANUAL SAFETY:
1. Locate the manual safety.
NOTE: The Manual Safety
Button is located at the rear of
the trigger guard and should
be in the "ON" or "SAFE"
position at all times except
immediately prior to firing.
2. To put the Manual Safety in
the "ON" or "SAFE 

position, push the button
from the left side of the gun
so it extends fully to the right
(ejection port) side of the
trigger guard (Fig. 7).

3. To put the Manual Safety
in the "OFF" or "FIRE" posi-
tion, push the button from the
right side until it fully extends
to the left side of 
the trigger guard (Fig. 8).  

NOTE: As an added refer-
ence, a red ring (DANGER)
will be visible on the left side
of the button when the Safety
is in the "OFF" or "FIRE"
position  (Fig. 9).

WARNING: PUT THE MANUAL SAFETY IN THE "ON"
OR "SAFE" POSITION.

WARNING: Visually check the barrel to be sure it is
free of obstructions.

9
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LOADING
The ammunition magazine, depending on the cartridge type,
can accommodate three 31/2" rounds, four 3" rounds or five
23/4" rounds. Counting a chambered round, this shotgun's
ammunition capacity is 3 or 6 rounds, (depending upon
whether the magazine limiter plug is installed.) To load the 
shotgun, follow the steps outlined below: 

1. Make sure that the firearm is not loaded by opening the bolt
with the bolt handle (Fig. 10) and closing it again by pushing the
bolt release button (Fig. 11).

WARNING: PUT THE MANUAL SAFETY IN THE "ON"
OR "SAFE" POSITION, pushing the safety button on
the trigger guard from left to right until the red
ring, which means the gun is ready to be fired, is
no longer visible. 

WARNING: Although the safety is engaged
throughout this opera-
tion, always keep the
muzzle pointed in a
safe direction.

NOTE: These movements
also cock the hammer, a
necessary step in loading the
shotgun. 

2. Rotate the gun so you
can access the bottom of the
receiver.  With the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction,
insert the shells into the 
bottom of the receiver 
(Fig. 12), pushing up into the
shell carrier arm and 
forward into the magazine
tube until it disappears 
completely into the magazine
tube and is held in place by
the carrier latch. 

3. Repeat the previous step
until the magazine is fully
loaded. 

NOTE: The shotgun must be loaded with the hammer
cocked in order to allow the carrier to move inward and 
provide full access to the bottom of the magazine tube. The car-
tridge drop lever (indicating the hammer is cocked) should be
fully visible. If the hammer needs to be cocked, follow the pro-
cedure outlined above. 

FFiigg..  1100
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LOADING (Continued)
At this point the shotgun cannot fire unless a round is chambered,
by following these steps: 

1. Open the bolt by pulling
back the bolt handle.

2. While holding the bolt
open, place a round on the
carrier through the ejection
port (Fig. 13). 

3. Let go of the bolt handle.
The bolt will slide forward, fully chambering the round and lock-
ing the breech.

CAUTION: Do not "ride" the bolt forward, it must
be allowed to freely travel in order to achieve lock-
up.

WARNING: Although the safety catch is engaged
throughout this operation, always keep the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction. 

WARNING: The shotgun is now loaded and ready
to fire. By switching the safety to the "OFF" or
"FIRE" position (red ring is visible on the safety's
left side), the firearm is ready to fire. 

Note: Due to precision-machined tolerances on your shotgun,
some break-in period may be required before your new gun
will function reliably with 1 1/8 oz target loads. If you 
experience initial functioning problems with 1 1/8 oz loads,
we recommend firing three or four boxes of standard hunting
loads to allow for this break-in period.

REPLACING A CARTRIDGE IN THE
CHAMBER

WARNING: PUT THE MANUAL SAFETY IN THE "ON"
OR "SAFE" POSITION. 
WARNING: Although the safety is engaged
throughout this operation, always keep the muzzle 
pointed in a safe direction.

MANUAL CARTRIDGE SUBSTITUTION – To substitute a round
in the chamber with another round, follow these steps:

1. Rest the butt of the stock
on your hip and open the bolt
by pulling back on the bolt
handle (Fig.14). The round in
the chamber will be extracted
from the action and be ejected.
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2. While holding the bolt to the rear, place the new round on
the carrier through the ejection port (Fig. 13). 

3. Release the bolt lever, allowing the bolt to close and fully
chamber the round.

MECHANICAL CARTRIDGE SUBSTITUTION  – To substitute
a round using the cartridge drop lever to substitute a round in
the chamber with another round from the magazine, follow
these steps: 

WARNING: PUT THE MANUAL SAFETY IN THE "ON"
OR "SAFE" POSITION.

WARNING: Although the safety is engaged
throughout this operation, always keep the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction.

1. Rest the butt of the stock
on your hip and open the bolt
by pulling back on the bolt
lever. The round in the cham-
ber will be extracted and
ejected; then release the bolt,
allowing it to close.

2. Press the cartridges drop lever (Fig. 15) so that the first
round in the magazine is deposited onto the carrier.

3. Draw the bolt back completely to the rear and release it,
allowing the bolt to close again and fully chamber the round. 

UNLOADING
To unload the shotgun, follow the steps outlined below: 

WARNING: PUT THE MANUAL SAFETY IN THE "ON"
OR "SAFE" POSITION.

WARNING: Although the safety is engaged
throughout this operation, always keep the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction.

1. Rest the butt of the stock on your hip and open the bolt by
pulling back on the bolt lever. The round in the chamber will be
extracted from the chamber and ejected. 

2. Release the bolt, allowing the bolt to close on an empty
chamber.

FFiigg..  1155Cartridge on carrier



UNLOADING (Continued)
3. Turn the shotgun upside down and, while pushing the 
carrier downward, push the
front end of the carrier latch
in with your right hand index
finger (Fig. 16).

4. The round in the magazine
will eject from the magazine
under spring pressure, and
can be removed by hand. 

CAUTION:  The magazine spring, when fully 
compressed, can yield enough force to cause injury
during the unloading process.  Use care when
unloading the magazine.

NOTE: The carrier latch must be pressed once for each round
that needs to be extracted from the magazine. 

NOTE: The shotgun can be completely unloaded by 
repeating the steps outlined above as many times as there are
shells. 

WARNING: Visually and manually check the 
chamber and magazine to be certain the gun is
completely unloaded.

DISASSEMBLY
Note: See the preceding instructions on unloading.

WARNING: Before attempting any work on your
Stoeger Model 3500, make sure that the chamber
and the magazine of your shotgun are unloaded. 

To strip the gun for routine cleaning and maintenance, follow
the steps outlined below: 

1. Unscrew the magazine cap, removing it from the magazine. 

2. While resting the stock against your hip, grab the
stock/receiver assembly with your right hand and the bar-
rel/forend assembly with the left hand. Pull the latter 
forward and completely off the magazine tube.

3. Rotate the rear of the forend assembly and separate it from
the barrel by pulling it off of the barrel ring.

4. Pull the bolt handle off the bolt while holding the action
open slightly.
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5. While holding the action bar with your left hand to counter-
balance the thrust of the recoil spring, push the carrier release
button (Fig. 17) and ease the bolt forward until the recoil spring
no longer pushes 
it forward.

6. Pull the bolt assembly 
out of the receiver.

DISASSEMBLY
OF THE BOLT 
CAUTION:  The firing
pin is under spring
pressure.

7. While holding the firing
pin and firing pin spring in
place, remove the firing pin
retaining pin from the bolt
assembly (Fig. 18). 

8. Remove the firing pin and
firing pin spring from the
bolt (Fig. 19). 

9. Remove the locking head
pin from the bolt 
(Fig. 20).

10. Pull the locking head
from the bolt body (Fig. 21).
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DISASSEMBLY
(Continued)
11. Remove the inertia
spring from its seat in the
bolt, dropping it into the
palm of your hand (Fig. 22).

12. Push the trigger guard
pin out of the stock/receiver
assembly using an appropriate
punch from left to right 
(Fig. 23).

13. Press and hold the bolt
release with the left hand
and pull the trigger guard
assembly out of the receiver
with the right hand (Fig. 24).

The shotgun is now 
completely stripped. All the
parts that require routine
maintenance and cleaning
are disassembled. 

CAUTION:  Further dis-
assembly of the 
trigger group is not
recommended, except by a qualified gunsmith.

ASSEMBLY AFTER CLEANING
Following routine maintenance and/or cleaning, the shotgun
should be reassembled as follows: 

1. Hold the stock/receiver assembly with your left hand, and
keeping the carrier release pressed with the left hand thumb,
insert the complete trigger group assembly inside the receiver
with the right hand -- with the hammer cocked -- , positioning it
so that its rear is in contact with the receiver (Fig. 24). 

2. Push the trigger guard pin into the receiver from the right to
left, until it is flush with the outside of the receiver (Fig. 23).

3. Place the inertia spring in the bolt. 

WARNING: Always make sure that the inertia spring
(or bolt recoil spring) is positioned between the
locking head and the bolt itself, in order to avoid
discharging the weapon when the bolt is closed.

4. Slide the locking head into the bolt, making sure that the
hole in the bolt body aligns with the groove in the shank of the
locking head, then place the locking head pin in the bolt.
NOTE: The slanted surfaces on the locking head's stem should
not be visible once the bolt-locking head is mounted. 
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5. Insert the firing pin and the firing pin spring inside the bolt.

NOTE: Always make sure that the firing pin has been inserted
with its spring. 

6. Insert the firing pin retaining pin in its seat, so as to secure
the firing pin.

WARNING:  Improper assembly of the bolt group
can cause accidental discharge resulting in serious
injury or death.  Ensure that the assembly of the
bolt group is completed in the specified order 

7. Place the recoil spring over the magazine tube and insert
the bolt assembly in its guide on the action bars, making sure
that the bolt is mated with the action bar, and is fully seated
(Fig. 25). Slide the action bar assembly over the magazine tube
and into the receiver. Install bolt handle.

8. Finish assembling the  shotgun by following all the steps
outlined under the
section "Assembly of
Packaged Gun" page 7. 
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FUNCTION TEST
To function test the shotgun after assembly, follow the steps list-
ed below:

WARNING: Visually and manually check the chamber
and magazine to be certain the gun is completely
unloaded.
WARNING: Although the safety is engaged
throughout this operation, always keep the muzzle
pointed in a safe direction. 

1. Start with the shotgun fully assembled (see Assembly 
Instructions, Page 7)

2. Depress cartridge drop lever and pull the bolt completely 
to the rear. The bolt should lock open.

3. Put the manual safety in the “ON” or “SAFE” position by 
pushing it from the left side until the red ring is no longer 
visible on the left side.

4. Press the bolt release button. The bolt should close.
5. Attempt to fire by pulling the trigger. The hammer should 

not fall.
6. Put the manual safety in the “OFF” or “FIRE” position by 

pushing it from the right side until the red ring is visible 
on the left side - indicating “DANGER.

7. Pull and hold trigger back. The hammer should fall.
8. While holding the trigger to the rear, open the bolt. 

Press the bolt release and let the bolt go forward.
9. Release the trigger.  A click should be heard
10. Pull the trigger.  The hammer should fall.

MAINTENANCE
Note: See the instructions for unloading on page 10. 

WARNING: Before attempting any work on your
Stoeger Model 3500, make sure that the chamber
and the magazine of your shotgun are unloaded. 

Thanks to its extreme simplicity and careful choice of materials,
the Model 3500 shotgun does not require any special 
maintenance, aside from the following simple operations: 

1. Routine barrel cleaning after shooting. 
a. Remove & clean choke tube and choke tube recess in barrel

CAUTION: Leave the choke tube installed when
cleaning the bore to prevent residue from being
deposited on the internal barrel threads.

2. Disassemble per instructions (on page 13). Clean any foul-
ing or debris from receiver and oil bolt rails and outside of the
magazine tube.
3. The bolt assembly can
also become fouled with pow-
der residue and should be
routinely stripped, cleaned
and oiled. 
4. Clean any fouling or debris
from trigger assembly.

Keep all parts oiled to keep
the shotgun in working condi-
tion. 
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TROUBLE SHOOTING

If the gun fails to fire: 

WARNING: Keep the firearm pointed in a safe
direction.

1. Check the manual safety.  If it is engaged, shift the safety
button to the "OFF" or "FIRE" position. 

2. Check the firing mechanism and, if necessary, clean and
lubricate it. 

Magazine cap:
Following assembly, and especially after firing a few rounds,
make certain the forend cap is tightened firmly.  This will keep
the barrel securely fastened to the receiver. 

AMMUNITION
USE ONLY SUITABLE AMMUNITION:
This Stoeger semi-automatic shotgun is chambered in 12
gauge.  It has been designed to fire 23/4" (70mm) to 3 1/2"
(89mm) length with lead or steel shot. Use of Full or Improved
Modified choke tubes is not recommended with steel shot. 

Note: No adjustments to the shotgun are necessary to fire any
of the ammunition listed above.

WARNING: Never use cartridges with a case longer
than the chamber, as this would have serious 
consequences for both the gun and the shooter.

WARNING: Use ONLY factory loaded ammunition.
Use of re-loaded ammunition voids the 1-Year
Factory Warranty.

Note: always use ammunition that is powerful enough to fully
cycle the action. Minimum recommended load 11/8 oz shot / 3
drams of powder.
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REMOVING THE MAGAZINE LIMITER
PLUG
Since hunting regulations in some areas limit the number of car-
tridges allowed in the magazine, this shotgun comes with a limiter
plug installed that reduces its magazine capacity to two shells.
WARNING: Before performing this procedure, always
make certain that the gun is in a “safe condition” by
taking the following steps: 1) Put the safety in the
“on” or safe position. 2) Open the action by pulling
the bolt fully rearward until it locks in the open posi-
tion. 3) Visually and manually check to be sure no
ammunition is present in the
chamber or magazine.
To remove the limiter plug, follow
the steps listed below:
1. Start with the gun fully assembled.
2. Unscrew and remove the 

magazine tube cap.
3. Remove the limiter plug.

4. Replace the magazine tube cap by screwing it into place to
install the magazine limiter plug, reverse this procedure.

CHOKE TUBE OPERATION: 
To change or clean the internal choke, proceed as follows: 

WARNING: Visually and manually check to be sure no
ammunition is present in the chamber or magazine.

1. Unscrew the internal choke using the special choke 
wrench supplied with the shotgun and extract it 
completely from the barrel seat.

2. If the barrel threads are fouled, clean with solvent and 
synthetic bristle brush.

3. Clean choke tube threads and apply appropriate lubricant
prior to installation.

To replace the choke tube, follow the same procedure, using a
clockwise turn, until the choke tube is completely fitted into the
end of the barrel.  

CAUTION: When properly assembled, the choke
tube should not protrude from the end of the barrel.
NOTE: Complete the choke assembly by thoroughly tightening it
in place with the supplied choke wrench. 

CAUTION: Before using the shotgun, make sure
that the choke wrench has been removed from the
barrel muzzle.
Note: Before the shotgun is put away, cleaning the internal
choke and its barrel thread is recommended.
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STOEGER MODEL 3500
Use the space below to record information about your STOEGER MODEL 3500.
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Date of Purchase:

Notes:
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