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Connecticut: 
 

“UNLAW FUL STORAGE OF A LOADED FIREARM  M AY 
RESULT IN IM PRISONM ENT OR FINE.”  
Florida: 
 

“IT IS UNLAW FUL, AND PUNISHABLE BY 
IM PRISONM ENT AND FINE, FOR ANY ADULT TO 
STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM  IN ANY PLACE W ITHIN 
THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A M INOR UNDER 18 
YEARS OF AGE OR TO KNOW INGLY SELL OR 
OTHERW ISE TRANSFER OW NERSHIP OR POSSESSION 
OF A FIREARM  TO A M INOR OR A PERSON OF 
UNSOUND M IND.”  
Maine: 
 

“ENDANGERING THE W ELFARE OF A CHILD IS A 
CRIM E. IF YOU LEAVE A FIREARM  AND AM M UNITION 
W ITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD, YOU M AY BE 
SUBJECT TO FINE, IM PRISONM ENT OR BOTH. KEEP 
FIREARM S AND AM M UNITION SEPARATE. KEEP 
FIREARM S AND AM M UNITION LOCKED UP. USE 
TRIGGER LOCKS.” 
 

Maryland: 
 

“W ARNING: Children can operate firearms which may cause 
death or serious injury. It is a crime to store or leave a loaded 
firearm in any location where an individual knew or should 
have known that an unsupervised minor would gain access to 
the firearm. Store your firearm responsibly!”  
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Massachusetts: 
 

“W ARNING FROM  THE M ASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL: This handgun is not equipped with a device that 
fully blocks use by unauthorized users. M ore than 200,000 
firearms like this one are stolen from their owners every year in 
the United States. In addition, there are more than a thousand 
suicides each year by younger children and teenagers who get 
access to firearms. Hundreds more die from accidental 
discharge. It is likely that many more children sustain serious 
wounds, or inflict such wounds accidentally on others. In order 
to limit the chance of such misuse, it is imperative that you keep 
this weapon locked in a secure place and take other steps 
necessary to limit the possibility of theft or accident. Failure to 
take reasonable preventive steps may result in innocent lives 
being lost, and in some circumstances may result in your 
liability for these deaths.” 

“IT IS UNLAW FUL TO STORE OR KEEP A FIREARM , 
RIFLE, SHOTGUN OR M ACHINE GUN IN ANY PLACE 
UNLESS THAT W EAPON IS EQUIPPED W ITH A TAM PER-
RESISTANT SAFETY DEVICE OR IS STORED OR KEPT IN 
A SECURELY LOCKED CONTAINER.” 

New Jersey: 
 

“IT IS A CRIM INAL OFFENSE TO LEAVE A LOADED 
FIREARM  W ITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A M INOR.” 

New York City: 
 

“THE USE OF A LOCKING DEVICE OR SAFETY LOCK IS 
ONLY ONE ASPECT OF RESPONSIBLE FIREARM  
STORAGE. FOR INCREASED SAFETY, FIREARM S 
SHOULD BE STORED UNLOADED AND LOCKED IN A 
LOCATION THAT IS BOTH SEPARATE FROM  THEIR 
AM M UNITION AND INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN AND 
UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS.” 



North Carolina: 
 

“IT IS UNLAW FUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM  
THAT CAN BE DISCHARGED IN A M ANNER THAT A 
REASONABLE PERSON SHOULD KNOW  IS 
ACCESSIBLE TO A M INOR.” 

 
Texas: 
 

“IT IS UNLAW FUL TO STORE, TRANSPORT, OR 
ABANDON AN UNSECURED FIREARM  IN A PLACE 
W HERE CHILDREN ARE LIKELY TO BE AND CAN 
OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FIREARM .” 
 

Wisconsin: 
 

“IF YOU LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM  W ITHIN THE 
REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD YOU M AY BE 
FINED OR IM PRISONED OR BOTH IF THE CHILD 
IM PROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES, OR EXHIBITS 
THE FIREARM .” 
 
       *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *   
 
Please check with your licensed retailer or state police for 
additional warnings which may be required by local law or 
regulation. Such regulations change constantly, and local 
authorities are in the best position to advise you on such legal 
matters.
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FIREARMS SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

SAFETY MUST BE THE FIRST AND CONSTANT 
CONSIDERATION OF EVERY PERSON WHO HANDLES 

FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

This Instruction Manual is designed to assist you in learning how to 
properly use and care for your RUGER® AR-556® PISTOL. Please 
contact us if you have any questions. 
Only when you are certain you fully understand the manual and can 
properly carry out its instructions should you practice loading, unloading, 
etc. with live ammunition. If you have any doubts about your ability to 
handle or use a particular type of firearm safely, you should seek 
supervised instruction. Such personalized instruction often is available 
from local firearm retailers, gun clubs or police departments. If none of 
these sources can help, visit nra.org or write to the following address: 
 

National Rifle Association 
11250 Waples Mill Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030-7400 

 
The person possessing a firearm has a full-time job. You cannot guess; you 
cannot forget. You must know how to use your firearm safely. Do not use 
any firearm without having a complete understanding of its particular 
characteristics and safe use. Remember: There is no such thing as a 
foolproof firearm.
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TO EXTRACT AND 
EJECT A CHAMBERED CARTRIDGE 

 

When the pistol is fired, the same gas pressure that drives the bullet forward acts 
through the gas port to push the bolt carrier to the rear. This action causes 
extraction and ejection of the fired cartridge case. A MISFIRE or unusual report 
(sound) upon firing is always a signal to cease firing immediately. After waiting 
for one minute, examine the chamber and bore of the firearm. If the shooter wishes 
to eject the chambered cartridge manually, follow the procedure “To Unload” 
step 3, p. 20. When the charging handle is operated there can be a failure to 
extract the cartridge from the chamber, or a failure to eject the cartridge clear of 
the pistol. These failures usually are the result of the charging handle not being 
pulled rearward vigorously. From the foregoing, it is clear that the user must: 

1. Always visually check the chamber after opening the bolt to eject a 
chambered cartridge. 

2. Thoroughly clean the chamber and the extractor as often as necessary. 

If an empty magazine is in the pistol when the charging handle is being retracted 
to extract a cartridge, the cartridge may drop on top of the magazine or remain 
held to the breech-face by the extractor. Then, when the bolt carrier goes 
forward, the cartridge will be chambered again! REMEMBER -- always remove 
the magazine before clearing the chamber, and visually check to ensure that no 
cartridges remain in the firearm. 

 

  
TO REMOVE A BORE OBSTRUCTION 

 

RUGER® AR-556® PISTOLS, which are chambered for small caliber, 
high-velocity cartridges, are particularly susceptible to damage from firing when 
the bore is obstructed. Excess oil, grease or water may form an obstruction 
which could cause damage and injury. If you suspect that your pistol may have 
excess oil, grease or other contaminants in the barrel, or if it may have been 
exposed to humid conditions which could cause condensation, or to rain or snow 
which might have entered the bore, open the bolt carrier and clean out the 
barrel. Inspect the bore visually to be sure that it is perfectly clear. (See 
“Warning - Ammunition,” p. 14 and “Care and Cleaning” section p. 41.) 

A firearm user should recognize that a lodged bullet is a fairly common form of 
bore obstruction. Therefore, the following information on how a bullet may 
become lodged in the bore, and how it should be removed, deserves most careful 
reading and understanding! 
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f) If the bore is obstructed, insert a proper size cleaning rod (without a tip or 
brush) into the bore from the muzzle and dislodge and remove the bullet. If 
the bullet does not readily dislodge, it may be necessary to lightly tap the 
handle end of the cleaning rod. If such efforts fail to dislodge the bullet, 
take the pistol to a gunsmith. DO NOT ATTEMPT TO REMOVE A LODGED 
BULLET USING A BLANK CARTRIDGE, OR A CARTRIDGE FROM WHICH 
THE BULLET HAS BEEN REMOVED, OR BY ANY MEANS OTHER THAN 
THE  USE OF THE PROPER SIZE CLEANING ROD AND REASONABLE 
FORCE APPLIED TO THE ROD. BE CERTAIN ALL LOOSE POWDER HAS 
BEEN REMOVED FROM THE BORE AND ACTION BEFORE 
INTRODUCING THE ROD INTO THE BORE. NEVER TRY TO SHOOT OUT 
A BORE OBSTRUCTION! See “Warning - Bore Obstructions,” p. 23. 

g) Reinspect the bore to be certain it is free of unburned powder particles or 
any other debris. At the same time, clean the magazine, the magazine well 
and other areas of the mechanism of unburned powder grains. 

It is absolutely essential that steps (a) through (g) be followed if there is any 
suspicion that a bullet has been lodged in the bore because of the situations 
described in 1 or 2 above. Remember that a bullet can be lodged in the bore of 
a pistol just where the rifling begins, and a live cartridge can still be chambered 
and the bolt closed and locked. This can occur because the bullet in the 
chambered cartridge is pushed back into the cartridge case far enough to give 
the shooter the impression that the loaded cartridge has chambered normally. 
 

Always check the bore for an obstruction if you experience difficulty in 
chambering a cartridge, experience a failure to extract, have a misfire or the pistol 
does not make a normally loud report on firing. 

RELOADERS SHOULD USE ONLY CANNELURED BULLETS AND BE SURE TO 
CRIMP THEM SECURELY IN THE CARTRIDGE CASE. NOTE: Sturm, Ruger & 
Co., Inc. specifically does not recommend the use of reloaded, hand-loaded or 
remanufactured cartridges. Please see “Ammunition Notice” p. 14. 

TO CLEAR A MALFUNCTION (“JAM”) 
If you experience a malfunction, study the situation to determine the nature of the 
malfunction and how best to clear it. Any autoloading firearm may occasionally 
malfunction. If it does: 

1. Be certain the muzzle is pointed in a safe direction and the safety is in the 
“SAFE” position. 

2. When attempting to free a jammed cartridge, do not use any type of tool that 
is likely to act as a “firing pin” and discharge the cartridge should the tool 
impact the primer. Never use a cartridge as a “tool.” 

3. After clearing a jam, inspect the firearm mechanism to determine if dirt or 
debris might be the cause of the problem. Excess lubricant or grease can cause 
cartridges to feed sluggishly. An accumulation of grease, dirt or powder grains 
in the magazine can contribute to cartridge feeding problems.
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4. After clearing a jam, inspect all cartridges that have been removed from the 
firearm. Safely dispose of any cartridges which are dented, nicked or have 
bullets that are loose or improperly positioned in the cartridge case. 

5. If it appears that the firearm and magazine are not at fault, and that the jam 
was caused by the type of cartridge being used, then try another type or 
brand of cartridge. 

6. If the above procedures do not result in a smooth and reliable feeding 
firearm, don’t use the firearm until it feeds cartridges smoothly and reliably. 
The pistol should be returned directly to our Mayodan, NC Customer Service 
Department for repair. See the “Service and Parts” section p. 43, for packing 
and shipping information. 

Another precaution: Form the habit of examining fired cartridge cases from time 
to time. If fired cases have bulged heads or show splits on any part of the case, 
stop using that ammunition. If the problem persists with different types of 
ammunition, return the pistol to the factory for inspection. (See page 43.) 

7. If a cartridge is caught between the bolt carrier and receiver, put the safety 
on “SAFE,” remove the magazine, retract the bolt carrier using the charging 
handle, and lock it in the open position using the bolt catch. Then remove 
the jammed case. 

8. If a fired case is in the chamber, use a cleaning rod to knock it out. 

9. If an unfired cartridge is stuck in the chamber, keep the muzzle pointed in a 
safe direction with the safety in the “SAFE” position. Close the bolt, 
disengage the takedown pin, remove the bolt carrier assembly (see 
“Disassembly” p. 31 & 32, steps 3 & 4), and remove the unfired cartridge 
from the breech-end rather than trying to dislodge it with a cleaning rod 
inserted from the muzzle. Use a piece of 3/16” brass rod which has one end 
shaped like a screwdriver tip. Insert the tip in the extractor groove of the 
cartridge, use the face of the ejection port as a fulcrum and carefully pry out 
the cartridge. Be careful not to strike the primer area of the live cartridge! 
Vigorously brush-clean the chamber with solvent after clearing any jam 
involving the chamber. 

 

TO MINIMIZE MALFUNCTIONS (“JAMS”) 
Autoloading firearms of all makes and types occasionally malfunction when a 
cartridge fails to feed from the magazine to the chamber, or when a cartridge (or 
fired case) fails to properly extract and eject. 

To minimize the possibility of such occurrences, the firearm user should: 

1. Use ammunition of the correct caliber and type which is loaded to Industry 
Specifications. Avoid reloads, remanufactured cartridges, and cartridges that 
are dirty, corroded or deformed. (See “Warning - Ammunition,” p. 14.) 

2. Clean and lubricate the firearm in accordance with the instructions in this 
manual.































MAGAZINE INSPECTION AND CARE 
Check the magazine frequently. The follower must move freely and have 
adequate spring tension so that each cartridge is quickly raised to the feeding 
position. 

To test the spring tension, load one cartridge into the magazine and then firmly 
press against the cartridge case. Remove your finger quickly. The cartridge 
should instantly and fully move into the feeding position. If it does not, the 
magazine should be cleaned. If cleaning does not restore proper spring tension, 
do not use the magazine. (NOTE: After testing, remove the test cartridge.) 

When cleaning is necessary, use a solvent that will not rust the metal 
components.
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CHECK YOUR PISTOL’S FUNCTION 
 

After any disassembly and reassembly, it is important to verify that the action is 
working correctly before any live firing is attempted. 

FIRST, BE SURE THERE IS NO AMMUNITION IN THE CHAMBER OR THE 
MAGAZINE AND KEEP THE PISTOL POINTED IN A SAFE DIRECTION!  

    a.   CHECK THE FUNCTION OF THE BOLT AND CARRIER: With the bolt closed, pull the 
charging handle to the rear and let it move forward quickly two times. 

        • The bolt should move freely all the way to the rear. 

        • The bolt should close completely under the force of the spring.  

    b.   CHECK THE FUNCTION OF THE SELECTOR SWITCH: Cycle the bolt open and closed 
with the charging handle to cock the hammer.  

        • With the bolt closed, move the selector to “SAFE.” Pull and release the 
trigger. The trigger shold NOT move and the hammer should NOT fall. 

        • Move the safety selector to “FIRE.” Pull and release the trigger. The 
trigger should move rearward and you should hear the hammer fall. 

        • With the hammer not cocked, pull and hold the trigger to the rear. Keep 
the trigger held to the rear and cycle the bolt open and closed with the 
charging handle to cock the hammer. Release the trigger. The trigger 
should move forward and you should hear the hammer reset. The hammer 
should not fall. 

        • Pull the trigger. The trigger should move rearward and you should hear 
the hammer fall. 

If any of the above function checks fail or if you are uncertain, please consult a 
competent gunsmith or contact Ruger Customer Service at 336-949-5200 for 
further firearm inspection before using the firearm.
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Key No.     Part Name 
                Upper Receiver Assembly 
                Includes Key Nos. 1 - 19 (See Exploded View p. 47) 
     1          Charging Handle Assembly 
      2          Forward Assist Retainer Pin 
      3          Upper Receiver 
      4          Forward Assist Assembly 
      5          Forward Assist Spring 
      6          Ejection Port Cover 
      7          Ejection Port Cover Spring 
      8          Ejection Port Cover Rod 
      9          Ejection Port Cover Retaining Clip 
    10          Barrel Nut 
    11          Handguard 
    12          Gas Tube Assembly 
*  13          Barrel Assembly 
*  14          Gas Block 
    15          Gas Tube Roll Pin 
    16          Gas Block Set Screw 
    17          Crush Washer 
    18          Muzzle Device 
    19          Handguard Screw, 2 Req’d 
                  Lower Receiver Assembly 
                Includes Key Nos. 20 - 54 (See Exploded View p. 48) 
    20          Pistol Brace 
    21          Buffer Spring 
    22          Receiver Extension Nut 
    23          Buffer 
    24          Buffer Tube 
    25          Receiver Endplate 
    26          Buffer Retainer Spring 
    27          Buffer Retainer Plunger 
    28          Disconnector Spring 
*  29          Disconnector 
*  30          Hammer Assembly 
 
 
*PARTS SO MARKED MUST BE FACTORY FIT

RUGER® AR-556® PISTOL 
PARTS LIST  

Design, prices and specifications subject to change without notice.  
SPECIFY MODEL, CALIBER, AND SERIAL NO. WHEN ORDERING 

(See Exploded Views on Pages 47, 48 & 49)
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Key No.     Part Name 
    31          Trigger/Hammer Pin 
    32          Hammer Spring 
*  33          Trigger 
    34          Trigger Spring 
    35          Bolt Catch 
    36          Bolt Catch Roll Pin 
*  37          Selector Switch 
    38          Bolt Catch Plunger 
    39          Bolt Catch Plunger Spring 
    40          Magazine Catch Assembly 
*  41          Lower Receiver 
    42          Takedown Detent, 2 Req’d 
    43          Takedown Detent Spring, 2 Req’d 
    44          Selector Detent 
    45          Selector Detent Spring 
    46          Takedown Pin 
    47          Pistol Grip 
    48          Grip Screw Washer 
    49          Pistol Grip Screw 
    50          Trigger Guard Roll Pin, 2 Req’d 
    51          Trigger Guard 
    52          Magazine Catch Button 
    53          Magazine Catch Spring 
    54          Pivot Pin 
                  Bolt Carrier Assembly 
                Includes Key Nos. 55 - 68 (See Exploded View p. 49) 
    55          Firing Pin 
    56          Bolt Carrier Assembly 
    57          Cotter Pin 
    58          Bolt Cam Pin 
    59          Gas Ring 
*  60          Bolt 
    61          Extractor Pin 
    62          Ejector Pin 
    63          Ejector Spring 
    64          Ejector 
    65          Extractor Buffer Spring 
    66          Extractor Spring 
    67          Extractor O-Ring 
    68          Extractor  
 
 
* PARTS SO MARKED MUST BE FACTORY FIT

















A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AN EXTRAORDINARY 
ACHIEVEMENT: RUGER® FIREARMS 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc., had its beginning in a small machine 
shop occupying a rented frame building in Southport, Connecticut. In 
January, 1949, with an initial investment of only $50,000 and an idea, 
William B. Ruger and Alexander M. Sturm started production of a .22 
caliber autoloading pistol–a design which was so successful that it 
became the cornerstone upon which one of the most comprehensive 
lines of sporting firearms ever made in America was established. After 
Alex Sturm’s death in 1951, William B. Ruger continued to direct the 
Company until his death in 2002. William B. Ruger, Jr. continued to 
provide guidance, which helped make this Company a sound and 
successful enterprise, until his retirement in 2006. The Company has 
continued to prosper, under new management and guidance from our 
Board, with new products and fresh perspectives. 

Ruger, in this relatively short time, has established itself as a leading 
small arms design organization, developing a unique and broad line of 
fine quality sporting, military and police firearms to become one of the 
world’s most famous producers of revolvers, pistols, rifles and shotguns. 
Since 1949, Ruger craftsmen have built many millions of firearms. 

During its five decades of growth and progress under the leadership of 
William B. Ruger, the Company developed a business philosophy and 
implemented policies which represent a constructive influence in the life 
of modern America. From the beginning, Ruger played a positive role in 
conservation efforts and has supported the interests of shooters through 
such groups as the National Rifle Association, National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, and many regional sportsmen’s organizations.  

The Company has always endeavored to market its firearms for 
constructive and recreational purposes, to emphasize the traditional and 
responsible aspects of shooting, to render meaningful public services, 
and to encourage shooters in constructive, responsible, and safe 
participation in the shooting sports. Its motto, “Arms Makers For 
Responsible Citizens®,” exemplifies this Company philosophy. 

Today, Ruger® is particularly mindful of those elements which have 
contributed to the creation of its success, and extends heartfelt thanks to 
its many loyal employees and customers. 

 
 

The firearms catalog, and instruction manuals for all Ruger® firearms, 
can be downloaded from our website at: 

 Ruger.com

54



NOTES
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