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Connecticut: 
 
“UNLAWFUL STORAGE OF A LOADED FIREARM MAY 
RESULT IN IMPRISONMENT OR FINE.”  
Florida: 
 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL, AND PUNISHABLE BY 
IMPRISONMENT AND FINE, FOR ANY ADULT TO 
STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM IN ANY PLACE WITHIN 
THE REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR UNDER 18 
YEARS OF AGE OR TO KNOWINGLY SELL OR 
OTHERWISE TRANSFER OWNERSHIP OR POSSESSION 
OF A FIREARM TO A MINOR OR A PERSON OF 
UNSOUND MIND.”  
Maine: 
 
“ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD IS A 
CRIME. IF YOU LEAVE A FIREARM AND AMMUNITION 
WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD, YOU MAY BE 
SUBJECT TO FINE, IMPRISONMENT OR BOTH. KEEP 
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION SEPARATE. KEEP 
FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION LOCKED UP. USE 
TRIGGER LOCKS.”  
Maryland: 
 
“WARNING: Children can operate firearms which may cause 
death or serious injury. It is a crime to store or leave a loaded 
firearm in any location where an individual knew or should 
have known that an unsupervised minor would gain access to 
the firearm. Store your firearm responsibly!”  
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Massachusetts: 
 
“WARNING FROM THE MASSACHUSETTS ATTORNEY 
GENERAL: This handgun is not equipped with a device that 
fully blocks use by unauthorized users. More than 200,000 
firearms like this one are stolen from their owners every year in 
the United States. In addition, there are more than a thousand 
suicides each year by younger children and teenagers who get 
access to firearms. Hundreds more die from accidental 
discharge. It is likely that many more children sustain serious 
wounds, or inflict such wounds accidentally on others. In order 
to limit the chance of such misuse, it is imperative that you keep 
this weapon locked in a secure place and take other steps 
necessary to limit the possibility of theft or accident. Failure to 
take reasonable preventive steps may result in innocent lives 
being lost, and in some circumstances may result in your 
liability for these deaths.” 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR KEEP A FIREARM, 
RIFLE, SHOTGUN OR MACHINE GUN IN ANY PLACE 
UNLESS THAT WEAPON IS EQUIPPED WITH A TAMPER-
RESISTANT SAFETY DEVICE OR IS STORED OR KEPT IN 
A SECURELY LOCKED CONTAINER.” 

New Jersey: 
 
“IT IS A CRIMINAL OFFENSE TO LEAVE A LOADED 
FIREARM WITHIN EASY ACCESS OF A MINOR.” 

New York City: 
 
“THE USE OF A LOCKING DEVICE OR SAFETY LOCK IS 
ONLY ONE ASPECT OF RESPONSIBLE FIREARM 
STORAGE. FOR INCREASED SAFETY, FIREARMS 
SHOULD BE STORED UNLOADED AND LOCKED IN A 
LOCATION THAT IS BOTH SEPARATE FROM THEIR 
AMMUNITION AND INACCESSIBLE TO CHILDREN AND 
UNAUTHORIZED PERSONS.” 
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North Carolina: 
 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE OR LEAVE A FIREARM 
THAT CAN BE DISCHARGED IN A MANNER THAT A 
REASONABLE PERSON SHOULD KNOW IS 
ACCESSIBLE TO A MINOR.” 
 
Texas: 
 
“IT IS UNLAWFUL TO STORE, TRANSPORT, OR 
ABANDON AN UNSECURED FIREARM IN A PLACE 
WHERE CHILDREN ARE LIKELY TO BE AND CAN 
OBTAIN ACCESS TO THE FIREARM.” 
 
Wisconsin: 
 
“IF YOU LEAVE A LOADED FIREARM WITHIN THE 
REACH OR EASY ACCESS OF A CHILD YOU MAY BE 
FINED OR IMPRISONED OR BOTH IF THE CHILD 
IMPROPERLY DISCHARGES, POSSESSES, OR EXHIBITS 
THE FIREARM.” 
 
       *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *    
Please check with your licensed retailer or state police for 
additional warnings which may be required by local law or 
regulation. Such regulations change constantly, and local 
authorities are in the best position to advise you on such legal 
matters.



FIREARMS SAFETY IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY 

SAFETY MUST BE THE FIRST AND CONSTANT 
CONSIDERATION OF EVERY PERSON WHO HANDLES 

FIREARMS AND AMMUNITION. 

This Instruction Manual is designed to assist you in learning how to use 
and care for your RUGER

®
 REDHAWK

® revolver properly. Please 
contact us if you have any questions. 
Only when you are certain you fully understand the manual and can 
properly carry out its instructions should you practice loading, unloading, 
etc. with live ammunition. If you have any doubts about your ability to 
handle or use a particular type of gun safely, you should seek supervised 
instruction. Such personalized instruction often is available from local 
gun retailers, gun clubs or police departments. If none of these sources 
can help visit www.nra.org or write to the following address: 
 

National Rifle Association 
11250 Waples Mill Road 
Fairfax, VA 22030-7400 

 
The person possessing a gun has a full-time job. You cannot guess; You 
cannot forget; You must know how to use your firearm safely. Do not use 
any firearm without having a complete understanding of its particular 
characteristics and safe use. Remember: There is no such thing as a 
foolproof gun.
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AMMUNITION (CARTRIDGES) NOTICE 
WE SPECIFICALLY DISCLAIM RESPONSIBILITY FOR ANY DAMAGE 
OR INJURY WHATSOEVER OCCURRING IN CONNECTION WITH, 

OR AS THE RESULT OF, THE USE IN THE SUPER REDHAWK 
REVOLVER OF FAULTY OR NON-STANDARD OR “RE-
MANUFACTURED” OR HAND LOADED (RELOADED) 

AMMUNITION OR OF CARTRIDGES OTHER THAN THOSE FOR 
WHICH THE FIREARM WAS ORIGINALLY CHAMBERED.

AMMUNITION INFORMATION 
 

RUGER
®
 REDHAWK

® 
REVOLVERS 

CHAMBERED IN 45 AUTO–45 COLT 
 

NOTE: A package of three 45 AUTO moon clips is supplied with 
REDHAWK

® revolvers chambered for the 45 AUTO-45 COLT cartridge. 
The moon clip is required to allow proper ejection of the 45 AUTO rimless 
cases. 45 AUTO cartridges cannot be fired without using the moon clip. 

See “SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS FOR MOON CLIPS” on page 15. RUGER
®
 

REDHAWK
® revolvers are designed for use with cartridges of the correct 

caliber which are manufactured in accordance with the U.S. Industry 
Standards. Be certain to use proper cartridges of the correct caliber. See 
“Care and Cleaning,” p. 25 for important information on chamber cleaning. 

Because 45 AUTO cartridges are manufactured worldwide for use in pistols, 
revolvers, and submachine guns, it is possible to encounter cartridges which, 
when fired, develop pierced primers. If this occurs, discontinue the use of 
the particular brand or type of ammunition. The possibility of a pierced 
primer is another reason why a shooter should always wear eye protection. 

Also note that some ammunition may not securely crimp the bullet in the 
cartridge. An improperly crimped bullet will move forward in the cartridge. 
This will only become an issue if the round moves forward enough to 
protrude out of the front of the cylinder. Should this happen, the cylinder 
will not be able to index to fire as the nose of the bullet will hit the outside 
of the barrel or frame. Should this happen, discontinue use of that particular 
brand or type of ammunition.
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CARE OF STAINLESS STEEL REVOLVERS 
Revolvers made of stainless steel are more resistant to corrosion than blued 
steel revolvers. However, in the interest of proper operation and long life of 
your revolver, inspect it frequently and clean, lubricate and apply an 
appropriate rust preventative. 

Sometimes surface discoloration may be noted, particularly in the grip area of 
stainless steel revolvers, resulting from perspiration. Contact with some types 
of holsters can also cause stains or rusting. Rusting may also occur as a result 
of the revolver being exposed to moisture, humidity, salt air or chemicals. 

Minor discoloration can usually be removed by rubbing the stained area with 
an abrasive ink eraser, crocus cloth, or a “metal polishing” compound. When 
using any of these abrasives, proceed with care and use light pressure to 
achieve a blending of ‘color’ with those areas that are not discolored. 

External surfaces of the barrel, frame and cylinder should be cleaned and 
wiped dry after use or after exposure to adverse conditions. If the revolver is 
to be stored, coat it with a light film of oil or preservative. Where the revolver 
is in continuing use, and the presence of oil or grease would be objectionable, 
then the external surface can be coated (after cleaning and drying) with a 
paste wax formulated for use on metals. Apply the wax sparingly, allow time 
for it to dry hard, then buff lightly with a soft cloth. When applying the wax, 
take care that it does not get into the mechanism or on the functioning parts 
such as the hammer, trigger, crane latch, etc. A properly applied hard wax 
coating will not interfere with gun handling, and it will provide a measure of 
protection.  

ATTACHING RUGER SCOPE RINGS  

On the underside of each mounting ring assembly there is a locating “tab”. By 
reference to this “tab”, the mounting ring can be assembled to the scope so 
that the tab will fit correctly into the recess on the top of the barrel. 

Disassemble one ring and reassemble over the scope body between the turret 
and the eyepiece so that the clamp nut is positioned to the left of the scope. 

Install the four top screws. Do not tighten. 

Disassemble the other ring and install it on the forward section of the scope 
tube with the clamp nut positioned to the left of the scope. Install the four 
top screws. Again, do not tighten. 

Assemble the rings to the barrel with the locating “tabs” engaging the 
recesses in the top surface of the barrel. Tighten the clamp nuts so that the 
rings are locked to the semi-circular cuts on the sides of the barrel. Rotate 
the scope until crosshairs are aligned properly, and slide scope to desired eye 
relief. 

Then tighten the eight top screws a bit at a time to grip the scope body. Sight 
in according to the direction with your scope.
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Key No.     Part Name 
*   1           Barrel                                                                           
†   2            Cylinder Frame 
     3            Firing Pin Spring 
*   4           Crane Pivot Lock Plunger 
*   5            Trigger Guard 
*   6           Crane Pivot Lock Spring                                            
     7            Cylinder Latch Pivot                                                   
     8            Firing Pin Plug                                                           
     9            Trigger Guard Latch                                                   
   10           Trigger Guard Latch Retaining Pin 
* 11           Firing Pin 
   12           Trigger Guard Plunger Spring 
* 13           Cylinder Retaining Ball, 2 Req’d 
* 14           Crane 
* 15           Cylinder 
* 16           Ejector 
*  Hammer & Link Assembly Includes Key Nos. 17 - 23 
   17           Pawl Plunger 
   18           Hammer 
   19           Hammer Dog 
   20           Hammer Dog Pivot Pin 
   21           Hammer Dog Spring 
   22           Hammer Link 
   23           Hammer Cross Pin 
*  Trigger Assembly Includes Key Nos. 24 - 26 
   24           Trigger 
   25           Trigger Link 
   26           Trigger Cross Pin 
   27           Hammer Pivot Pin Assembly 
   28           Ejector Rod 
   29           Pawl 
   30           Front Latch Pivot Lock 
   31           Mainspring Lever Cross Pin 
   32           Front Latch Spring 
   33           Front Latch Spring Plunger 
   34           Front Latch Pivot Pin

RUGER
®
 REDHAWK

® 
PARTS LIST  

Design, prices and specifications subject to change without notice.  
SPECIFY MODEL, CALIBER AND SERIAL NO. WHEN ORDERING  

(See Exploded View on Page 35.)

*  PARTS SO MARKED MUST BE FACTORY FIT 
 
†  Because it is a serial numbered part, the cylinder frame (Key No. 2) is defined  
    as a ‘firearm’ by Federal Law and is not offered for sale as a component part.
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Key No.     Part Name 
   35           Front Latch 
* 36           Ejector Retainer 
   37           Transfer Bar 
   38           Mainspring Strut 
* 39           Mainspring Lever 
   40           Cylinder Latch Plunger 
* 41           Crane Latch 
   42           Front Latch Pivot Lock Spring 
   43           Mainspring Lever Pivot Pin 
   44           Center Pin Rod 
   45           Cylinder Latch Spring & 
                  Pawl Plunger Spring 
   46           Cylinder Latch 
   47           Trigger Plunger 
   48           Trigger Pivot Pin 
   49           Crane Latch Spring 
   50           Center Pin 
   51           Center Pin Spring 
* 52           Crane Latch Pivot 
   53           Ejector Spring 
   54           Mainspring 
Rear Sight Assembly Includes Key Nos. 55 - 61 
   55           Rear Sight Base 
   56           Rear Sight Blade 
   57           Rear Sight Elevation Screw 
   58           Pawl Plunger Spring 
   59           Rear Sight Windage Adjustment Screw 
   60           Rear Sight Elevation Spring, 2 Req’d 
   61           Rear Sight Cross Pin 
   62           Front Sight Plunger 
   63           Front Sight Spring 
   64           Front Sight 
   65           Disassembly Pin 
   66           Grip Panel Locator 
   67           Grip Panel Assembly 
   68           Scope Ring Set

*  PARTS SO MARKED MUST BE FACTORY FIT
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A BRIEF ACCOUNT OF AN EXTRAORDINARY 

ACHIEVEMENT: RUGER
®
 FIREARMS 

Sturm, Ruger & Company, Inc., had its beginning in a small machine 
shop occupying a rented frame building in Southport, Connecticut. In 
January, 1949, with an initial investment of only $50,000 and an idea, 
William B. Ruger and Alexander M. Sturm started production of a .22 
caliber autoloading pistol–a design which was so successful that it 
became the cornerstone upon which one of the most comprehensive 
lines of sporting firearms ever made in America was established. After 
Alex Sturm’s death in 1951, William B. Ruger continued to direct the 
Company until his death in 2002. William B. Ruger, Jr. continued to 
provide guidance, which helped make this Company a sound and 
successful enterprise, until his retirement in 2006. The Company has 
continued to prosper, under new management and guidance from our 
Board, with new products and fresh perspectives. 

Ruger, in this relatively short time, has established itself as a leading 
small arms design organization, developing a unique and broad line of 
fine quality sporting, military and police firearms to become one of the 
world’s most famous producers of revolvers, pistols, rifles and shotguns. 
Since 1949, Ruger craftsmen have built many millions of firearms. 

During its five decades of growth and progress under the leadership of 
William B. Ruger, the Company developed a business philosophy and 
implemented policies which represent a constructive influence in the life 
of modern America. From the beginning, Ruger played a positive role in 
conservation efforts and has supported the interests of shooters through 
such groups as the National Rifle Association, National Shooting Sports 
Foundation, and many regional sportsmen’s organizations.  

The Company has always endeavored to market its firearms for 
constructive and recreational purposes, to emphasize the traditional and 
responsible aspects of shooting, to render meaningful public services, 
and to encourage shooters in constructive, responsible, and safe 
participation in the shooting sports. Its motto, “Arms Makers For 
Responsible Citizens®,” exemplifies this Company philosophy. 

Today, Ruger® is particularly mindful of those elements which have 
contributed to the creation of its success, and extends heartfelt thanks to 
its many loyal employees and customers. 

 
 

The firearms catalog, and instruction manuals for all Ruger® firearms, 
can be downloaded from our website at: 

 www.ruger.com
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